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5.6 Radical Expressions

Properties

1.  ab  =  a  b
2.  a  = a

b b
3. b = b

4. b  = b =   b
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Rationalize the Denominator 
(free of irrational numbers)
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Operations (combine like terms)
ex:

50 ­ 3   72 +   8
3

ex:

8 +   98

ex:

81 ­  24
33

ex:

(  3    ­    5  )2
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ex:

(  7    ­    11  )(  7    +   11  )

ex:

1
   3  +  2

ex:

8
   4  ­  5

Conjugates a + b and a ­ b ex:

    3  +  7
   5  ­  2  7
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Fun with Factoring

x2 ­ 18
ex: HW

p254 15­45 odd
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